46                 SANITY IN SEX
for some time, resent the order, but at a meeting of property owners and others interested, a petition was sent to the Commanding Officer of Camp Las Casas, asking that soldiers be allowed to visit their families. The petition was refused in the following terms:
" Through authorized agencies for the investigation of such matters, it is learned that the general sanitary conditions of Puerta de Tierra are such that a revocation, at present, of the order referred to would be unwise. The health of our soldiers is of such vital importance to our country that every reasonable and possible means must be employed to protect it."
The full significance of the petition from the "property owners and others interested" is realized when we recall that prostitution in Porto Eico was a legalized and openly-conducted business.
For the protection of the soldiers, passes to San Juan and adjacent towns were limited to daylight, except to married men whose families lived in those towns. Passes to more distant parts could be issued for overnight. The